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Calendar of Events

Drive by Pie!
Across from P.O., 
Royalston Common

Pre-Orders 
are Best!!
You can also drive buy and purchase 

what is available that day, but to ensure you get 
your favorite, pre-order by calling:

Maureen 249-5138
(Please leave name, order and call back number.) 

Pies available freshly 
baked or frozen and 
ready to bake in your 

own oven!

Pumpkin $14
Apple, frozen or fresh $14 
Mince $14
Blueberry, frozen or fresh $16 
Pecan $16. 

All proceeds 
benefit the 

Scholarship Fund
Ladies’ Benevolent 

Society
of Royalston

November 27 Saturday      Small Business Saturday

Save the date:  
December 5  Sunday 
2 pm Craft program- Create a holiday garland festooned with 
miniature lights at Town Hall.    Cost $5. Space is limited .  Sign 
up in person, or by calling, or emailing the Library.  Refreshments

December 10  Friday
5:30 pm  Tree Lighting on the Common, sponsored by 
the Cultural Council

November 21   Sunday
2:00 p.m.  Library craft program- Paint a win-
tery scene on a bottle with miniature lights inside at 
Town Hall.  Cost $3. Space is limited .  Sign up in per-
son or by calling or emailing the Library.  Refreshments.

November 25  Thursday
Thanksgiving Day - Town offices,  Post Office, schools closed

Andromedid Meteor Shower will take place over the next three days, 
with a shooting star every five or six minutes. There will be a few rem-
nants of the Biela Comet, originating in southern skies, late evening.

Wear orange in the woods.  Deer season – archery and 
shotgun – is underway, as is Black Bear season.  It is 
a good idea to wear hunter orange if you’re walking 
in and around the woods.  No hunting on Sundays.

November 6  Saturday
11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Police Fundraiser Fair   RCS art show, hay 
rides, artisans, raffle and silent auction.  Live music.  
5 p.m. Police Association Spaghetti Supper  
tix $10/ 5  for kids.  Get tix at Kimball-Cooke in Athol, from Mike 
or Laurie Truehart , or at the door.  

November 7  Sunday
2:00 a.m.  Daylight Savings Time Ends
2 - 4 p.m.  Planning for the End , a program at 
the Town Hall about end of life and burial.  Brooke Coleman and 
Barb Richardson will discuss different options for health care di-
rectives and after-death options such as funeral homes and green 
burials.  

November 11  Thursday
Veterans’ Day - Town offices, Post Office, schools closed

November 19  Friday
3:57 a.m.  Full Beaver Moon

November 20  Saturday
9 a.m. – sellout  Drive by Pie at Raymond building lawn.
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Selectboard Notes
Christine Long, clerk
The need for new town offices is manifest. A pre-Covid estimate 
pegged the Raymond rehab at $2.2 million, Whitney at $3.8 mil-
lion. As Selectman Roland Hamel put it, the Raymond offers “the 
most bang for the buck.”

Securing that kind of money will mean a two-step process: approv-
al by a town meeting AND by an election seeking a debt exclusion 
(which raises taxes for only the period of the loan). The Building 
Committee is already working on finalizing the architectural plan 
for the Raymond, securing a post-Covid estimate of cost, and sub-
mitting an application for a USDA program. This program offers 
a 35% grant and a 65% long-term, low-interest loan; we hope to 
include about $50,000 in the total to repair and paint the exterior 
of Whitney.

The current plan is to hold a special town meeting in early 2022 so 
the ballot part can happen at the annual town election in early April.

Whitney in the Long Run:  Many voices at the forum spoke of the 
architectural appeal, the important history, and the cultural signifi-
cance of Whitney Hall. Some spoke of the possibility of it becom-
ing a center for artists and craftspeople. Others, however, urged that 
Whitney Hall be sold, perhaps with an architectural restriction that 
would protect the exterior appearance, or even torn down.

One suggestion was for the town to issue an RFP (request for pro-
posals) to plumb possible uses and interest in such projects. (Note: 
The Building Committee early on explored the possibility of se-
nior housing in Whitney, but found that it would yield too few 
units to attract a developer.)

Other Town Buildings: At the start of the forum, Roland gave a 
brief overview of all town properties.
     • Hearse houses: Both need work, but funds have been approved 
for each and a contractor has been identified to do the repairs.
     • South Common: The gazebo needs railings, but funds have 
been approved.
     • Bullock Park and its pavilion and bandstand: The grounds 
need major drainage work that will cost upwards of $140,000.
     • Wastewater Treatment Plant and its feeder system: At the mo-
ment, all is working properly; the town has put in $70K in recent 
years.
     • Department of Public Works buildings: The town has out-
grown the main building but will not be able to replace it in the 
near future.
     • Town Hall: Funds have been approved for painting some of 
the walls. Other problems are under consideration by the Building 
Committee.
     • Public Safety Building: Funds have been approved to repair 
the back wall and roof.
     • Library: The director has recently identified a probable need 
for major roof work.

Internet for Royalston – November Update
In early October Royalston received a letter from 
Charter Communications expressing interest in 
bringing fiber to the town. This is the formal no-

tification the town has been waiting for and we have lost no time 
in moving forward. 

At their October 19 meeting, the Select board appointed Peter Ga-
gliardi, Chris Haynes and Rick Martin to a Cable Advisory Com-
mittee. This committee will work with Charter and the Massachu-
setts Broadband Institute (MBI) to review documents and make 
recommendations to the board. We are grateful for their willing-
ness to do this work on our behalf.

In addition to providing broadband, Charter is interested in offer-
ing a cable TV option to its Royalston customers. So, the commit-
tee’s first order of business will be to work with the Massachusetts 
Department of Telecommunications and Cable (DTC) to grant 
Charter a license to offer cable service in Royalston. Once the 
cable license is granted, Charter will begin to work with Verizon 
and National Grid to install their fiber cable. The completion of 
this installation can take up to two years.

As this Newsletter goes to press, the Cable Advisory Committee’s 
first meeting is scheduled for October 27. These meetings are open 
to the public and will be posted on My Town Government through 
the Royalston website. Also, John Maher, Charter’s Director of 
Government Affairs for Massachusetts, has asked to come to a 
select board meeting in November to introduce his company and 
answer questions. Check the Select board’s posted agendas for 
updates. As always, Select board meetings are open to the public.

Police Fundraising Fair at Town Hall
   On Saturday, November 6, come out for a fundraiser to pay for  
police training.  From  11 a.m. – 4 p.m. , there will be a variety 
of activities, including an art show of work by RCS students, hay 
rides, local artisans selling their crafts, raffles and a silent auction.  
Live music will be provided by Ryan Hood and Jaz Dresser.  
  

At 5 p.m., there will be a spaghetti supper.  Tickets cost  $10/ 5 for 
kids, and are available at Kimball-Cooke in Athol or from Mike or 
Laurie Truehart.  

   This fundraiser is being organized to offset costs of required 
police trainings.  As part of recent police reforms in our state, all 
officers, both part time and full time,  are now required to undergo 
the same trainings.   The cost for training four Royalston  officers 
is around $13,000.  The training needs to be complete by June 30, 
2022. 

This event will follow state and CDC masking requirements.  
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Royalston Emergency Management 
Director Jim Barclay, e-mail ema@royalston-ma.gov or 978-249-2904 

Coronavirus Status:  It’s still here, it’s still a problem, and within the  
Royalston area (Athol, Templeton, Phillipston, Winchendon) vac-
cination rates are among the lowest in the state.  It’s not likely to 
improve any time soon. Worcester County’s positivity rate is 2.56% 
and rising; well above the State’s 1.83%, which seems to be hold-
ing steady as of mid-October. The longer the SARS-CoV-2 and vari-
ants go unchecked, the more likely new and more virulent strains will 
evolve. A spike in virus transmission during the holidays is likely if 
large numbers of people congregate in enclosed spaces.   FACTS on 
COVID-19 are found at www.cdc.gov  and/or www.mass.gov; social 
media sites are NOT reliable sources of FACTS! Keep up on MA and 
Worcester County transmission rates at https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-
data-tracker/#county-view .

     November Preparedness:  November and Thanksgiving; Thanks-
giving and cooking. Both are logical associations. Unfortunately, 
cooking and fires are also associated with the holidays. We’ve just 
turned the calendar from October (Fire Prevention Month), so of 
course, all of your home’s detectors (smoke, carbon monoxide, radon) 
have fresh batteries; emergency escape plans have been reviewed, 
especially with the little ones; and all fire extinguishers have been 
checked. and, if necessary, recharged. Now, regarding cooking:
   Wear short/close-fitting sleeves while around the burners and oven.
Stay near the kitchen when cooking, especially at high temperatures.
    Turn pot handles inward, so they’re not accidently snagged.
Keep all flammables (pot holders, packages, towels, wooden utensils) 
off of the stove top, and a good distance away, on adjoining counters.
   When using electric cooking/heating devices (slow cookers, grid-
dles, hot pads) first ensure the electrical circuit(s) can carry the load, 
and verify any extension cords or power strips are properly rated.
   Never allow cords to dangle off of counters, or cross open areas, for 
example, from counter to island.

And (Courtesy Pensacola, FL FD) about deep-frying turkeys…
   Thaw the turkey completely before cooking.
Use a fryer with thermostat controls.
   Place the fryer outside on a flat surface that cannot burn.
Keep the fryer at least 10 feet from anything that can catch fire, in-
cluding overhead like your house eaves or branches.
   Test the level of oil needed by filling the pot with water first and 
dipping the turkey inside to see how much the water rises.
   Keep children and pets at least 3 feet from the fryer.
Use potholders and oven mitts when handling the turkey. 
Don’t become a statistic:  Home cooking fires were the leading 
cause of house fires from 2014-2018; nearly half (49%) of all 
house fires; and 44% of all home fire injuries. Peak days for these 
events were Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Preparedness beats panic every time.  Be informed.  Make a plan.

Sit quietly while the sun, still low in the sky, begins to paste the 
landscape with a soft glowing light. Hear the leaves, just begin-
ning to turn, brush against one another with a papery rustle. The 
call of a Pileated. The chattering of a Kingfisher. The song of a 
Wren. If you sit long enough. And if you are lucky enough. You 
might hear the sploosh splash of something different. You may 
wait to hear it again. Only this time—it is closer. You prepare, 
shift slightly, adjust your settings and set the angle of your view. 
You wait a few more minutes. And in a flurry of elegant dips and 
plunges a trio of otters offers to delight you with a spectacle of 
playful maneuvers. Then two otters stop for a brief respite on a 
perfectly positioned fallen pine. Such joy can be found in these 
quiet watery spots. Go an find yourself a place to sit in the sun. 
And listen. You never know what might come into your path.
    Elisabeth Cassarini

Board of Health News
Phil Leger, chair
Covid cases have finally dropped from a high of 11 to 2 and 
holding.  Booster shots are readily available at Walgreens, 
CVS, and Walmart.  Easy to book and easy to get. With indoor 
weather and the holiday season approaching, we unfortunately 
have to still be on guard. 

First frost has hit. Mosquitoes are done.   Ticks, however, 
are not. With hunting season in full swing, check pets and 

humans when coming inside.

On �e Common
December 10th
5:30 P.M.
Sponsored by the Royalston Cultural Council

Santa & His Fire Truck
Christmas Caroling
Wreath Sale
Chowder, Cookies, S’mores 
and more 

Royalston’s Annual
Tree Lighting 

Ceremony

Wildlife Sightings
What have you seen lately?  Let us know at the newsletter. 
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Phinehas S. Newton Library News
Kathy Morris, Library Director

Trustees: Jeffrey Mangum, Jennifer Basso, Theresa Quinn
Open and pick up hours:  Mondays 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. ; Thursdays  1:00 - 5:00 p m . and 6:30 - 8 p.m. ;

 Saturdays: 9:00 am-12 noon
978-249-3572  www.royalstonlibrary.org

   

Donations to the Friends
Dee and Marc Burroughs-Biron
Deane Marchbein

Thank You
Chris Long for her editing skills
Noah Siegel for his tree identification skills
Joshua Morris-Siegel for his drone photographic skills
Robert Fairchild for his electrical skills and general help with all 
things maintenance

Planning for the End
Join Barbara Richardson and Brooke Coleman on Sunday, No-
vember 7 from 2:00-4:00 at the Town Hall to start to think about 
how to help our loved ones know what we want when we die or 
while we are dying. Putting all these ideas and options together 
now will be a great comfort and help when the time comes.  Differ-
ent options for health care directives and after-death options, such 
as funeral homes and green burials will be discussed.  Each person 
will receive a folder to store important papers, put ideas in writing 
and add  other wishes. These issues are part of life and planning 
not only relieves our family of the burden but also lets them know 
our wishes so that they don’t have to spend time second guessing 
intentions and wishes.  Barb has planned a green burial and will 
discuss different options.  Brooke is an R.N. birth/death midwife 
and works with families and individuals.  Refreshments will be 
provided.

Craft Workshops to Light Up
 the Holiday Season
The Friends of the Library are sponsoring two 
craft workshops.  The first is Sunday, Novem-
ber 21 at 2:00 p.m. with Bride Johnson leading 
a program in which each participant will paint 
a wintery scene on a wine bottle with minia-
ture lights inside to create a cheery glow for 
the Holiday season.  She will provide ideas an 
inspiration to help if needed.  Then on Decem-
ber 5, Barb Richardson will have everyone 
creating a holiday garland festooned with min-
iature lights.  There will be a large selection 
of different decorative materials from which 
to choose.   The workshops cost $3 and $5, 
respectively and space is limited to 15 partici-
pants.  Sign up by registering in person or call-

ing or emailing the Library.  Holiday refreshments will be served.
 

Art Exhibit
Sonja Vaccari 
recently in-
stalled a dozen 
i n c r e d i b l y 
clever masks 
c o n s t r u c t e d  
out of things 
gathered in the 
local woods.  
Stop by the 
c h i l d r e n ’ s 
room for some 
smiles, wit and 
whimsy. 

Nature Trail Boards
Take a stroll around the Library to view examples of six trees that 
are on the Royalston Common.  Copies of original sketches by 
Gordon Morrison and a description of each tree wend their ways 
around the building.  We plan to expand this collection next year 
along with photos of the trees during each season.  This project is 
made possible by a grant through CARES Act funding to Federal 
Institute of Museum and Library Services as administered by the 
Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners.

Yoga with Jessica
Community yoga continues on Tuesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. in 
the upstairs of the Town Hall with Jessica O’Clair.  Jessica is a stu-
dent of Charlotte Weltzin and is completing her teacher training.  
Like Charlotte, she brings a fresh relaxed persona to help all levels 
of students relax and stretch.  Bring your own mat.  Sponsored by 
the Friends of the Library.

Preschool Story Time
Join Brooke Coleman on non-holiday Mondays at 10:00 in the Li-
brary (unless it’s beautiful outside) for stories, crafts, play, visiting, 
and healthy snacks.  No pre-registration is required.  Come meet 
others with small children.
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Adult Fiction

Some of the new materials at your library

Children’s Nonfiction
Andrus, Aubre  Amazing Science 
Berne, Emma  Green Energy
Green, John  Ants in Our P.A.N.T.S.
Jackson, Tom	 	 The	Magnificent	Book	of	Horses	
Larson, Kirsten  A True Wonder
Zoboi, Ibi  The People Remember 

Children’s Fiction
Boynton, Sandra  Woodland Dance!
Buitrago, Jairo  Wounded Falcons
Colleen, Marcie  Survivor Tree
DiCamillo, Kate  The Beatryce Prophecy 
Elliott, Rebecca  Eva’s New Pet
Fan, Terry  It Fell from the Sky
Gorman, Amanda  Change Sings: A Children’s Anthem
Henkes, Kevin 	 A	House
Larkin,    A Collection of Children’s Stories
Lord, Cynthia  Book Buddies: Ivy Lost and Found
Morales, Yuyi  Bright Star
Morstad, Julie  Time is a Flower
Rocco, John	 	 Hurricane
Rowling, J.K.  The Christmas Pig
Stilton, Geronimo Garbage Dump Disaster 
Stutzman, Jonathan Bear is a Bear
Willems, Mo  Guess What!?

Adult Non-Fiction
Ellis, Joseph  The Cause
Hill, Anita  Believing
Offerman, Nick  Where the Deer and the Antelope Play
Pinker, Steven  Rationality 
Pogue, David	 	 How	to	Prepare	for	Climate	Change

DVDs: 
The Boss Baby 2, Black Widow, Cruella, F9, Free Guy, Luca, Six 
Minutes to Midnight, and Space Jam, A New Legacy

Andrews, Mary  The Santa Suit
Banville, John  April in Spain
Clinton, Bill  The President’s Daughter
Clinton, Hillary  State of Terror
Deveraux, Jude  An Impossible Promise
Doerr, Anthony  Cloud Cuckoo Land
Franzen, Jonathan Crossroads
Johnson, Craig  Daughter of the Morning Star
Kellerman, Jonathan The Burning
Le Carre, John  Silverview 
Lish, Atticus  The War of Gloria
Mayor, Archer  Marked Man
McDermaid, Val  1979
Nesbo, Jo  The Jealousy Man and Other Stories
Novik, Naomi  The Last Graduate 
Osman, Richard  The Man Who Died Twice 
Ozeki, Ruth  The Book of Form and Emptiness
Powers, Richard  Bewilderment
Soyinka, Wole	 	 Chronicles	form	the	Land	of	the	Hap-	
   piest People on Earth
Sparks, Nicholas  The Wish
Steel, Danielle  The Butler
Towles, Amor	 	 The	Lincoln	Highway	

Young adult
  How	Space	Works
Lu, Marie Steelstriker
Riordan, Rick The Cursed Carnival and Other Calamities 
Selznick, Brian Kaleidoscope

Log into Wowbrary.com to see what’s 
new at the Library.  Updated weekly.

Audiobooks
Doerr, Anthony Cloud Cuckoo Land
Sedaris, David A Carnival of Snackery

T-Mobile and Mobile Beacon Coolpad 
Hotspots Available
Just a reminder that we have ten T-Mobile and three Mobile Bea-
con Coolpad (Sprint) hotspots available for loan for two weeks.  
The T-Mobile hotspots can be renewed for another two weeks 
based on availability.  The T-Mobile hotspots are a grant from the 
Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners administered by 
the Institute of Museum and Library Services.  T-Mobile hotspot 
service areas are delineated at http://maps.t-mobile.com.
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Historical Society News

First Congregational Church of Royalston Outreach
Marion’s Food Pantry:  If anyone is in need or knows of someone in need 
within the Royalston community please let us know.  No one should be without 
food.  We can deliver to you or you can come in to pick out what is needed.

Weekly Meals:  We are also cooking meals and delivering them to anyone home-
bound, elderly, physically or medically challenged  who could use a home-cooked 
meal and some of God’s love.
Please	contact:		Debbie	Conrad	(978)895-3505,	Fred	Hodgeman	(978)894-4996,	
and Wendell Kathan (978)939-3990

First Fire
Every year about this time
we light the first fire in the woodstove.
the renewal of a ritual
as old as prehistory itself.
Position the wood just so.
Kindling in place, then
strike the match.
Match to kindling-
an active hope –
a promise of warmth .

The journey from summer to winter begins
like a trip on a New England highway.
Early morning mist rises from the land.
A column of smoke ascends from each chimney.
Farmhouse porches hold a wealth of wood -
evidence of preparedness,
solid self-reliance,
defense against the coming coldness.

Like Advent candles,
Or the Hanukkah lamp,
we kindle the light
against the encroaching darkness.
We light the fire in the woodstove
for the first time.
Michael R. Young, October, 2020

Fire and EMS Turkey Raffle
The pandemic has not been good for Royalston Fire & EMS 
Association’s fundraising, with one of the group’s major 
fundraising events – the annual Turkey Raffle – canceled 
both this year and last. One component of the popular event 
IS continuing, and that’s the annual Thanksgiving Basket 
Raffle, offering opportunities to both support the Associa-
tion and possibly win one of two, chock-a-block full bas-
kets! A donation of $1 earns three chances to score one of the two Thanksgiving 
baskets, complete with a turkey and everything needed for a Thanksgiving meal. 
Funds raised by this and other events are used to purchase equipment and pay 
for training that improves the Department’s performance, at no cost to taxpayers, 
and on occasion, provide comfort and assistance to Department members in dif-
ficult circumstances. Association members will be at the Recycling and Transfer 
Center from 9 a.m. – noon on the Saturdays in November before Thanksgiving - 
6th, 13th, and 20th – with tickets (3/$1) for the drawing which takes place at the 
Center Fire Station on Monday, November 22, 2021 at 7 p.m. Donations are also 
welcome at any time and are greatly appreciated!

Thanks to all who came out to participate and especially to the actors in the recent Candlit Cemetery Tours:  top row l-r  Mason Mello 
(Joseph Estabrook), Julia Knox (Abigail Bosworth),  Andy West (Dr. Stephen Bacheller), Samantha West (Julia Richardson), Rhea 
Sawicki (Hannah Heywood), Bert Sawicki (John Pillsbury Matsen), Stephen Chase (Joseph Nichols), Robert Fairchild (Isaac Royall), 
Caleb Chase (Wildman Charley Richardson).  Bottom row l-r  Kelly Chen (Hannah Lee), Stashu Sawicki and Luke Connors (medical 
student graverobbers) and Beth Gospodarek (Nahum Green).  Not pictured:  Deb D’Amico (Martha Nichols) , as well as Maureen Blaso 
(Rev Lee and costumes) and Daisy Arita Zuniga (make-up.)  Thanks to Steffi McLure, Kristin West, and Kristi Schiel for the refresh-
ments.  As always, president Peter Kraniak kept everyone focused on the importance of knowing about local history.  
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Congratulations and good news
Graduates , newlyweds, reunions, pandemic babies... 
share the milestones here at the RCN!  This is your space.  

Recipe of the month
 Maureen Blasco
Last month, Chef Nalini gave an Indian cooking lesson to a 
roomful of avid Royalston folks.  Over the last two years she 
has	become	a	fixture	at	the	Orange	Coop-	Quabbin	Harvest,	
cooking a wide variety of ready-to-eat take-out food for all – 
meat eaters, vegetarians, vegans, gluten-free, etc. From Mon. 
to	Fri.	from	10	to	7,	and	Sat.	9	to	5,	you	can	find	her	delicious	
food, as well as all the other selections that the co-op has to 
offer. Located just north of the main intersection in Orange, it 
requires no membership to shop.
   When you shop at the coop you will not only have access to 
all the good food (as well as the prepared spice mixes men-
tioned in the recipe), you will be supporting ongoing commu-
nity	programs.		Quabbin	Harvest	supplies	50	regional	Senior	
vegetable	shares	throughout	the	summer,	and	fresh	food	for	65	
Healthy	Incentives	program	people	weekly.		Here	is	one	of	the	
recipes we tasted at Nalini’s cooking demonstration

Caribbean Chicken Curry
4 tablespoons vegetable oil  
1 3lb.whole chicken cut into pieces or boneless thighs
1 onion, diced      
4 cloves garlic, crushed    
2 tsp. salt   
1 tsp. ginger, grated     
1 lb. potatoes, peeled cut into 1 inch pieces
1 tsp. each ground cumin, coriander, ground mustard, fennel, 
and fenugreek 
2 tsp. curry powder
2 tsp. tomato paste  
water as needed, (approx.. 2 cups)
chopped fresh scallions or cilantro for garnish

   Heat oil in a deep skillet over medium heat.  Add onions, 
garlic and ginger.  Sautee one minute, when the raw garlic 
smell is no more. Stir in curry powder, ground spices, two 
tablespoons water and tomato paste. Cook two minutes. Add 
chicken and salt. Cook two more minutes. Add potatoes and 
water, cover and bring to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer 30 
minutes or until chicken is fully cooked. 
Garnish with scallions and/or cilantro. 
Serves 4 to 6.

Kate Collins of Aurora Ranch, Taft 
Hill Road, won several ribbons and 
cash awards for wool fleece entered 
in competition recently at the Big E 
Exposition in West Springfield.
There are nine different classes in 
the fleece competition, including 
two long wool classes, white and 

naturally colored. She entered four fleece and won two first-prize rib-
bons, two seconds  and the reserve champion purebred fleece (compet-
ing with all purebred classes). Aurora Ranch sheep are of the Romney 
breed.
   She also entered four hand-spinning classes including white and col-
ored fleece   achieving one first prize, one second, one third and one 
fourth, with ribbons and cash prizes.  Kate commented, “I have been 
breeding my sheep for beautiful fleece since the 1980s. The goal is to 
entice hand-spinning enthusiasts.”
   Kate, with her husband George Northrop, owns and works tirelessly 
at Aurora Ranch, managing varied livestock – including several dozen 
ewes and rams – with the help of  trained border collies.  They both 
serve Royalston town government in various capacities.

Sharon A. Harmon of Royalston has a new children’s book 
out. The book is Francois Christmas Crossing  for ages 2-8, 
just in time for the holidays!  Follow Francois  the adorable 
saw-whet owl on his travels. The book is based on a true story. 
You can find it at the Library.  Sharon’s  books are for sale at 
Elsewear in Athol and also  Stage on Main in Orange,  202 
New Salem Store, and Petersham Country Store.

William E. “Wild Bill” Hood , 86, of Royalston, 
passed away peacefully with his family at his 
side October 15, 2021 after a long and cou-
rageous battle with dementia. Bill was born 
in Athol  to Elton and Eva Hood (Stevens). 
He graduated from Athol High School in 
1953 and went on to serve in the USAF as a 
RADAR technician during the Korean Conflict. After completing his 
military service, Bill married Sharon (Tallman) and enjoyed 57 years of 
marriage until Sharon’s passing in 2019. 
   Bill graduated from Mount Wachusett Community College with a de-
gree in electrical engineering. He worked for and retired from UMASS 
Medical Center in Worcester where he worked in the biomedical engi-
neering department. Bill enjoyed canoeing, hiking, fishing and hunting 
as well as birdwatching. He enjoyed traveling, in particular to Cape 
Breton Island where he and his wife loved visiting Mary and Lou Fleck 
and their large loving family. Bill also enjoyed many hunting trips to 
Virginia with his cousin Chuck Baker, his son Ryan and grandson Tyler. 
Bill fulfilled a life-long dream of going to Alaska in 2001. He drove 
there with his daughter, setting up camp on the Kenai Peninsula. His 
wife flew there and they joined a fly-fishing outfit for some true back-
woods fishing.
   Bill was an avid member of the Millers River Trout Unlimited as well 
as a lifelong member of the NRA. He served on a number of town com-
mittees including the Board of Health and Conservation Commission. 
Politics was a true passion of his, and Bill was never shy to express 
his opinions to anyone within earshot. Bill leaves behind a daughter, 
Stephanie Hood, and son Ryan Hood (Katie, his wife). Bill also leaves 
behind two grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. Bill was pre-
deceased by his wife Sharon, two daughters, Nicole and Christine as 
well as brothers Richard and Larry, and his sister Carla. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations can be made directly to the Millers River Trout Unlim-
ited, 1847 Pleasant St., Athol, MA 01331.

Obituary
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Village School
Rise Richardson, director
 It’s been a wonderful time to be outdoors.  All K-6th children went 
canoeing on Tully Lake this fall.  Preschool is outside all morning.  
Recess is in the woods, lawn and field.  
 
All K-6th classes join in the hour-long beautiful Friday 
afternoon hike on the east portion of the Camp Cara-
van property, down old cart paths, across rivers, through 
the woods, over gigantic erratic boulders, through the field 
and back to the school again, making a full circle.  Children 
discovered porcupines, caves, snakes, salamanders and more. 
 
Saturday, November 13  Open House   10 a.m. to  noon.  Every-
one wears masks.  Come meet the teachers, talk with parents, meet 
alumni, tour the building, find out about the unique curriculum 
and get your questions answered!  Bring your children, they will 
enjoy art and science activities in the classrooms just for them.  
Preschool starts filling up for next year. 
For continual updates on events, go to  www.villageschoolma.org
 
Dean’s Beans Coffee  You can get yours delivered, fresh, once a 
month to the Village School, whole beans or ground.  Find the or-
der due dates and the order form at  https://www.villageschoolma.
org/shop/  and order online- it’s easy!  You’ll pick up the coffee 
just inside the school entrance.
 

 Monty  Tech, Mary C Barclay, representative
Levels of community transmission of COV-
ID-19 (original and Delta Variant) are high in 
all of the Monty Tech District. Current vac-
cination rates in many Monty Tech commu-
nities are still well below the 80% threshold 

– as low as 33% in some student-aged categories - so it seems un-
likely Monty Tech will be able to operate without a mask mandate 
any time soon. Kudos to students in Harvard and Holden (+90% 
of students with one or more vaccinations); and keep up the good 
work Princeton (+95% of 16-19 y/o with one or more vaccina-
tions); and honorable mention to Sterling (85% of 16-19 y/o with 
one or more vaccinations)
    Athol-Royalston eighth graders, once again, did not have the 
opportunity to attend the annual Monty Tech tour day as a group 
(This year, due to COVID-19 concerns.) If you and your eighth- 
grader would like to visit Monty Tech, speak with representa-
tives, and find out about the opportunities available through our 
vocational-technical school, please contact Monty Tech to make 
an appointment.
    Monty Tech is pleased to announce receipt of another Safe and 
Supportive Schools grant, $10,000, which will be used to address 
upgrades in safety that have been embedded in the 2021-2024 
Monty Tech District Improvement Plan; provide some direction 
on professional development opportunities; and to shape social/
emotional learning discussions across the District. A team of nine 
staff and faculty will continue reviewing and assessing data, with 
an eye towards “the impact of equity on creating safe and sup-
portive learning environments.” The action plan in development is 
expected to be implemented beginning FY’23.
    Monty Tech is anxiously awaiting word on a $240,062 FY’22 
Skills Capital Grant (Round 2) application that would update tools, 
technology, and training in the Dental Assisting program. If re-
ceived, plans are to expand the program to the evening school for 
adult learners, working with partners at MassHire who help or-
chestrated immediate employment upon successful completion of 
training programs.
    The 2021-2024 Monty Tech District Improvement Plan was 
presented to the School Committee by the Administrative Team at 
the October meeting. Plans were discussed in the areas of Student 
Learning, College and Career Readiness, Social and Emotional 
Wellness, Community Engagement, and Facilities assessments at 
financial and procedural levels.
    The position of Royalston Representative to the Monty Tech 
School Committee will be open as of July 1, 2022. If serving on 
the SchoolCom is of interest, please contact the Select Board.  If 
you have questions about the position or expected commitment, 
please contact Mary C. Barclay. The 
hope is a potential candidate will shad-
ow the current representative to ensure 
a seamless transition.

Buy Local on Small Business Saturday
Mary C. Barclay
     Small Business Saturday is November 27; the perfect time 
to “buy local” to wrap up some of your holiday shopping. You 
won’t have to worry about supply chains, shipping delays, and 
verifying authenticity of suppliers. Pop over to the “Classifieds” 
in this newsletter, and choose from a wide variety of goods and 
services – great gifts – for family, friends, and business associates!  
You’ll find delicious local produce like pure maple syrup from 
Royalston trees, honey made by Royalston bees; custom-made 
cookies, cakes, and candies; even meat packages for the freezer. 
You can buy autographed books by local authors, custom illustra-
tions, as well as one-of-a-kind arts and crafts in a variety of media, 
all by talented, award-winning artists. How about a gift certificate 
for some firewood?… certainly a gift that will be appreciated well 
after the holidays!
Why support small business and buy local?
Keeps money here - for every $100 spent, $68 stays with the local 
economy.
Good for community service organizations - small businesses do-
nate 250% more to local community causes than larger ones.
It’s “Greener” - small business produces miniscule amounts of 
CO2/year, as opposed to the one Billion metric tons/year by the 
larger businesses.
If you live in Royalston, and offer goods or services as an in-
dividual or small business, be sure to list your offerings in the 
Community Newsletter Classifieds. All small businesses – even 
non-Royalston – are invited to promote via a “sponsor box” in the 
Newsletter for a mere $25. It’s not too late for the December issue! 
Contact Beth at chasegos2@gmail.com or 978-249-0358.
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Wanted: Looking for donations of camping supplies, like a large 
cast iron dutch oven, griddle, and other large pans and cooking 
utensils,  to be donated for our scouting group. Please contact Te-
resa at 405.885.0650
Services Available
Royalston Dog Walker - I let the dogs out.  Call or text 978-340-2105 

Babysitter available.  Completed Red Cross Babysitter Training. 
Please call Hailey Dilg at 978-248-9828.

Photography Services: Events, portraits, weddings, horse and 
dog shows, and commercial photos. Visit www.snowheronstudios.
com  Call 978-249-8108 or 978-248-9454.

Horse Help! You and your horse may find an extra pair of hands, 
another pair of eyes & experience useful. I can assist at your 
horse’s home space or my farm, working with your equipment or 
mine. Book by the day. Call or text Suzanne: (978) 424-8580.

2 matted horse stalls available; round pen, arena, generous turn-
out, watchful care 24/7. Black Horse Farm is near Birch Hill Dam 
by horseback. $400 per month. Training  or any number of lessons 
$575 per month. Text Susanne at (978) 424-8580. Current email: 
cobbsuzanne4@yahoo.com.

Wildlife woodcarvings and hand-painted ornaments by Laurie 
Truehart. Three-dimensional, life-like carvings of various animals 
and habitat, and glass bulbs (singles or sets) featuring wild birds, 
ducks, other animals available.  In-stock, or custom-designs avail-
able.   Contact by Facebook messenger or text 978-939-3962.

Graphic digital artist. Websites, print materials - posters, flyers, 
brochures, business cards, etc. Also photo and slide scanning of-
fered. Barbara 508.364.3339 or brguiney@wildblue.net.

House cleaning.  4 hr - $60.00.  Royalston resident.  Call Fran:  
home  249-4596 or  cell  978- 895-0817.  

DTM Landscaping. spring cleanup, snowplowing. Call Theresa 
Gates 413-336-1850 or David Plourde 413-336-1593.

for sale: 
Sweets from Teenie’s Sweet Shop:  Family-owned Sweet Shop 
that bakes up large size cookies, brownies, whoopie pies, pocket 
pies, and many other sweet treats. All items made to order. Special 
orders welcomed. 413-768-1614 email teeniessweetshop@gmail.
com also on Facebook and Instagram

Rainbow Crown Bakery  custom-decorated cookies, by Erin Gi-
rouard of Royalston.  Check out Facebook “Rainbow Crown Bak-
ery” pictures, and at
https://www.etsy.com/shop/RainbowCrownBakery or call her at 
401-749-2424 to discuss the cookies of your dreams. 

Vermont Castings Vigilant wood burning stove. Great stove; in 
Royalston. $100. cash. U p/u.  Call or text David @ 617-593-0056

Laying hens. 20 week old Rhode Island Reds. $12/bird.
Call Sheila 978-249-2183

Custom thermal travel cups by Swank Kreations. Single pieces 
or sets; totally kool kids’s cups.   Krys and Keith Swan at swank-
kreations@gmail.com .

Fresh eggs and Royalston maple syrup  from  Putney’s Sugar-
house -$20/quart; Eggs $4/dozen.  Contact Jessica Putney Schanz 
at 978-939-3329 (cell); 978-249-248-8617; 
jessputney1989@gmail.com

Sweetwater Sugar House at the LeRays’ 
has local syrup available. Call 978-249-
3464.

Royalston Maple Syrup from  Divoll’s  
sugar house. Prices: pints $12, quarts $20, 
half gallons $32 and gallons $55.  Text/ Call 
John  978-894-5109.

Pork Cut Packages available.  Variety packs.  10 lbs- $55   20lbs- 
$100  Sausage also available for $4/ lb- breakfast, hot, sweet, and 
cajun.   Call Chet 978-895-6327

Fresh Eggs:  $3/dozen, are available when the cooler is at the end of 
the driveway at 185 North Fitzwilliam Road.  Contact Brenda Putney 
at 978-249-7787 to reserve eggs for pick-up.

Nature books and prints.  Commissions accepted.  Call Gordon 
Morrison at 978-249-2947. 

Firewood-  Green $195/ 170 cu feet. Call Jim Putney.  978-249-3379.

Mulch your garden. -  Fertilize by the load or by the bag from 
Black Horse Farm (978) 424-8580 or email   suzannagaits@gmail.
com

Birch Knoll Farm  - Hay for sale.    Contact Helen at 978-249-
3163 or 774-239-5062

Raw Squier Davis Farm honey
1 lb. jar $10.00, Self service on porch
Call if you want 2 lb. jar, $20.00, 978-249-4000.  We are on Route 
32 north just past mile marker 60

For sale

Classifieds
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Hunkering Down

It is late October and signs that the 
season is closing down surround us. 
Soft light filters through greens, rusts, 
and golds from a sky of blue haze. Au-
tumn is the visible shift from summer 
to winter which makes this season seem alive. Even on windless 
October days, leaves flutter to the ground – a constant reminder 
that change is certain. As I walk the roads near our home I think 
of the creatures who inhabit our woods. For some, this is a time 
of departure. But for others it’s a time of hunkering down for the 
winter ahead.

On a recent Friday morning I joined a local group of birders for 
the last outing of the year. I was curious to see which birds were 
still with us and who had left for warmer climes. The fall migra-
tion season is a challenge for even the most experienced birders, 
or so I’m told. With the trees still in full leaf, it is much harder 
to see the birds we can hear. The added distraction of falling 
leaves keeps me busy with my binoculars. The adage of “birds go 
up, leaves go down” helps me only sometimes. I continue to be 
distracted. 

The birds themselves are harder to identify. The vibrant colors of 
the spring mating season have dulled or vanished altogether. To 
my inexperienced eye a Song Sparrow looks frustratingly similar 
to a Swamp Sparrow (or is that a Chipping Sparrow?) The male 
Goldfinch has lost his golden feathers and sports a rusty gray. The 
songs that filled the spring skies have now ceased, making identi-
fication even harder. This is understandable - all energy must now 
be devoted to fattening up and moving on. 

I am surprised to see who is still here. The Red-winged Black-
birds are easy to spot – their plumage and songs have not 
changed. But they are about to depart. We won’t see them again 
until late February. A Blackpoll Warbler is just passing through. 
His journey to South America will take him on a five-day, non-
stop flight over Bermuda. Good luck, little one! 

While these migrants drift south, our year-round birds remain. 
Blue Jays, Downy Woodpeckers, Chickadees and Nuthatches will 
tough out the cold and snow with us. On the darkest of winter 
days, they will come to our feeders and pull us out of our mid-
winter funk with their antics. I am touched by this loyalty. 

But is such loyalty deserved?  I make such a fuss over our sum-
mer birds, who appear in their bright finery and stay just long 
enough to raise a brood or two. But these year-round birds’ 
steadfastness, their willingness to stick it out, is its own cause 
for celebration. Their mid-winter presence in our backyards will 
remind us that, in the cold and dark, we are not alone.

Deb D’Amico

Garden Notes    22 October 2021
The garden trucks on.  How can it not?  We recorded our first sub-
40º reading three days ago and there is no mention of the f…. word 
(that’s frost) in the seven-day forecast.  Frost-free until November?  
Not in our experience and we have been experiencing fall frosts in 
Royalston for forty-five years.  So much for New England garden-
ing activities winding down after Labor Day.  

The unseasonable season is particularly welcome this year.   Only 
now are the cabbages and Brussels sprouts taking on the appear-
ances of cabbages and Brussels sprouts, though they would benefit 
from several more weeks of growth.  The butternut squashes at-
tained full-size some time ago but are showing a dis-inclination to 
fully ripen.  They, too, would benefit from several more weeks of 
mild weather.  We continue to harvest cherry tomatoes, the peppers 
are thriving, and the basil greener than green.  And, yes, we are 
finally harvesting beans.  First beans in October.  Go figure.

Fall raspberries have always been a 
special treat, but never more so than 
this year.  Heretofore, frost has pre-
maturely ended their production.  But 
this may be the first time that the 
plants have exhausted themselves be-
fore the frost has exhausted them.  At 
the other end of the spectrum was the failure, once again, of zuc-
chinis.  How fortuitous.  Nothing delights me more than hauling in 
armloads of raspberries.  Nothing bothers me less than hauling in 
a (small) handful of zucchinis.  The harvest gods are looking down 
kindly upon us.

The rabbits are becoming more and more fearless and more and 
more disruptive.  Number one on my wish list for next year is their 
absence, but I have no more control over that than I do the elimina-
tion of you-know-what.  

Temperatures may be moderate but they do not deter the chang-
ing of the seasons.  Fall foliage was a bit of a dud this year, the 
sugar maples, especially, were green one day and seemingly bare 
the next.  I suppose I’ll rake the leaves though the chore is at the 
top of my not-to-do-anymore list.  After all, we’ve earned the right 
to reduce our workload, in recognition of the onset of these, our 
“golden” years.    Leaves can be ignored, not so the wood supply.  
Kathy (75 years old) and I (79 years old) will haul in our ten cord 
and stand tall, having pulled it off one more year.
        
  

P.S.  Announcing the first annual 
Great Apple Giveaway (GAG).  I’m 
not sure what motivated us to set 
out six apple trees forty-odd years 
ago, but six mature trees can pro-
vide an awesome number of apples.  
Applesauce makers, pie bakers, and 
keep-the-doctor away folks are in-
vited to stop by and fill bags.  Call 
me at 249-4260.
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The Royalston Community Newsletter is printed by:

Renovations R Us
All Phases of Home Improvement

cell 508-425-0570

MA CS #62476   HIC # 115978
Bob Leblanc, Royalston

 

@HonorsUML 

@honorscollegeuml 

You Tell Me
A free academic enrichment program

www.teamgauss511.com

Take charge of your learning. Let me help you.

Student and adult learners welcome.

Paul A. Montero, P.L.S.
Professional Land Surveyor

101 Northeast Fitzwilliam Rd - PO Box 20
Royalston, Massachusetts 01368

Telephone: (978) 249-5879
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   Please Contact Us 
To submit news, articles, ads, calendar notices, classifieds:

 E-mail:  chasegos2@gmail.com
 Mail:  PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368
 Fax:  978-249-3572 (library)
 Phone: 978-249-0358 (newsletter)
 In person: Drop off at library
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Phinehas S. Newton Library with support from the Highland 
Press, the Royalston Cultural Council, our sponsors and the en-
tire community.

Out of Town Subscriptions
are available for $25/calendar year (10 issues)

by mailing a check to: Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton
 Library, PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368

Royalston Resident
Star Route 80
Royalston MA 01368
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BEAVER PRUNE
By Kathy Chencharik
When night becomes as bright as day
Beavers emerge to swim and play.
The Beaver Moon is on the rise
As beavers take me by surprise.

They cross the river, cross the road
In search of sticks for their abode.
They trim my hedges, shrubs and trees
Take what they want if they so please.

With pieces from my yard in tow
Back to the river they soon go.
It may be named the Beaver Moon
But I call it the Beaver Prune.

Preschool Storytime
at the Library

10 am each Monday
Stories, socializing, songs, snacks and crafts

Free
Call the Library for more information


